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General overview: acreage and 
production



Vegetable, fruit, and tree nut acreage
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Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Yearbook, 2022; Fruit Yearbook, 2021.  



U.S. vegetable and pulse industry overview

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2022. 

% Change
2020-2021

Area harvested (1,000 acres) 7,095 6,371 6,618 6,309 -4.7

Production (Million cwt) 1,249 1,152 1,151 1,084 -5.9

Crop value ($ millions) 19,274 19,137 19,780 18,253 -7.7

Unit value ($/cwt) 15.43 16.61 17.18 16.85 -2

Imports ($ millions) 13,358 13,885 15,624 16,810 7.6

Exports ($ millions) 6,917 7,177 6,844 7,292 6.6

Per-capita availability (Pounds) 402.6 387.3 395.2 384.3 -2.8
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Fresh vegetable overview 2018-2021

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2022. 

% Change
2020-2021

Area harvested (1,000 acres) 2,485 2,357 2,280 2,274 -0.3

Production (Million cwt) 341 313 304 290 -4.5

Crop value ($ millions) 10,695 10,780 11,380 9,890 -13.1

Unit value ($/cwt) 31.32 34.47 37.47 34.1 -9.0

Imports ($ millions) 7,943 8,511 9,526 10,009 5.1

Exports ($ millions) 2,312 2,392 2,306 2,384 3.4

Per-capita availability (Pounds) 154.4 149.2 146.9 146.1 -0.6
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Production trends for major vegetables

Production (in 
Million pounds)

Source: USDA-ERS. 
Vegetables and Pulses 
Outlook, April 2022. 



Vegetables and pulses harvested area 
declined 20% from 2016 to 2021
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Citrus and non-citrus fruit bearing acreage has declined 
while tree nuts acreage increased from 2016 to 2021
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Citrus production continues to decline

Source: USDA-ERS. Fruit and Tree Nuts Outlook, 2022. 

-13%



Food crop production under protected 
agriculture have risen over the years

Source: USDA NASS. 2019 Census of Horticultural Specialties.
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Area and production under protected agriculture

Source: USDA NASS. 2019 Census of Horticultural Specialties.
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Imports



Domestic supply of major vegetable crops 
has declined, while imports have increased

Source: USDA-ERS.  



Fresh vegetable production and import 
volumes (YoY % changes)
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Imports and domestic production share 
of vegetable availability
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Import share of fresh and processing 
vegetable availability

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Yearbook, 2022. 
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Imports share of domestic fresh fruit 
disappearance 

Source: USDA-ERS. Fruit and Tree Nuts Yearbook, 2021. 
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Imports of major crops have significantly increased

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2021. 



Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2022. 



Most imports originate from Mexico and 
Canada
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Import window continues to expand

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2021. 



Import window continues to expand

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Outlook, April 2021. 



Imports of peppers and cucumbers
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• Industry concerns regarding U.S. imports of certain seasonal perishable products 
trade investigations.

• Imports of peppers increased by 108% during the last  decade (2011-2021), while 
cucumbers imports increased by 157%.



Imports of berries

• Industry concerns regarding U.S. imports of certain seasonal perishable products 
trade investigations.

• Imports of strawberries increased by 351%% during the last decade (2011-2021), while 
raspberries & blackberries imports increased by 421%.
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Imports of blueberries have increased, with imports 
from Peru and Mexico playing an important role



Florida requests an investigation into imports of 
seasonal and perishable products 
• Mexico’s Ag-Exports Impacts on Florida Agriculture  Report:

• Between 2000-2021, specialty crop imports from Mexico increased 596%
• Resulted in 10-20% in economic losses for producers in Florida

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture. Subject: Mexico’s Ag-Exports Impacts on Florida Agriculture. 2022.

Commodity
Florida Mexico

Change in US total supplyMarket share loss Market share gain
Bell peppers 73% 110% 56%
Tomatoes, Rounds 54% 99% -8%
Strawberries 32% 239% 179%
Blueberries 68% 1,197% 2,954%
Cucumbers 72% 23% 117%
Squash 59% 9% 127%



Industry trends, challenges, 
and opportunities



Per-capita availability of processed fruit 
and vegetables is trending down

99

127

149 147

142

111

130

121
117

113

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

20
18

20
20

Po
un

ds
 p

er
 c

ap
ita

Vegetables

Fresh Processing

84

89

98

105

117

158
154 154

124

89

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

20
06

20
08

20
10

20
12

20
14

20
16

20
18

20
20

Po
un

ds
 p

er
 c

ap
ita

Fruit

Fresh Processing

Source: USDA-ERS. Vegetables and Pulses Yearbook, 2022 & Fruit Yearbook, 2021 



Challenges

• Glowers under increased pressure

• Retailers increasingly demanding sustainability practices 
from growers

• Food safety: FSMA – Produce Rule and Food Traceability 
Proposed Rule

• Food Traceability List: cucumbers, fresh herbs, leafy greens, 
melons, peppers, tomatoes, tropical tree fruits, fresh-cut fruit and 
vegetables



Challenges

• Growing most expensive 
crop ever

• Moving to crops requiring 
less input

• Transportation challenges
• Risks for delays and 

product rejections
Source: American Vegetable Grower® magazine’s 
2022 State of the Industry survey.



Refrigerated truck rates (YOY % change)
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Produce growers’ concerns
American Vegetable Grower, 2022 State of the Vegetable Industry Survey

Source: American Vegetable Grower. 2022 State of the Vegetable Industry Survey.



Source: American Vegetable Grower. 2020 State of 
the Vegetable Industry Survey.

Source: American Vegetable Grower. 2019 State of 
the Vegetable Industry Survey.

Source: American Vegetable Grower. 2018 State of 
the Vegetable Industry Survey.

Source: American Vegetable Grower. 2022 State of 
the Vegetable Industry Survey.



Challenges and opportunities

• Droughts and water 
supply availability

• Issues in California
• Implication for fresh 

produce supply

• Opportunity for 
Southern states?

• Migrating specialty 
crops



Thank you!

Questions?







Inflation numbers are high for fruit and 
vegetables

Source: IRI August 20222 Price Check: Tracking Retail Food and Beverage Inflation. 








